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hat is the role of the 
North American 
ELF Press Office? 



The North American Earth Liberation Front Press Office 
(NAELFPO) is a legal, above ground news service dedicated 
to exposing the political and social motives behind the covert 
direct actions of the ELF. The NAELFPO receives anonymous 
communiques from the ELF and distributes the message to 
the media and the public throughout North America. 

The NAELFPO provides a public face ideologically in support 
of the ELF and similar acts of economic sabotage against 
those who profit from the destruction of the natural environ- 
ment. The NAELFPO is contacted by the media and public 
internationally to provide information on the political and social 
motives of the ELF actions, and the tactical necessity of covert 
direct action. Due to the work of the NAELFPO, individuals 
who are looking to learn more about these issues have a 
place to turn, and the public who may be ignorant to the 
actions and motives of the ELF are exposed to more frequent 

and in-depth coverage in the media. 






*Legal Disclaimer* 

The information provided in this booklet is intended for 
educational purposes only; it is not intended to either 
encourage or discourage anyone to do anything illegal. 
Material within this booklet is not necesarily that of the 
Earth Liberation Front or the North American Earth 
Liberation Front Press Office. 
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merce. 



With every step that the state continues to take in trying to 
stop the unstoppable, loving work of the ELF, it once again 
proves its priorities are to protect commerce at any cost 
regardless of the people and life in general. 

The classification by the F.B.I, of the ELF as the most serious 
domestic terrorism threat in the U.S., and the increasing num- 
ber of "ecoterrorism" laws being passed are a definite sign that 
the authorities are considering the ELF a viable threat to the 
westernized way of life and to the idea of profits and com- 
merce at any price. It is a clear sign that the ELF is success- 
fully threatening that nation state which is destroying life on 
this planet. 



w 



hat is the 
future of the ELF? 

The future of the ELF depends largely on the growing number 
of people globally concerned about the destruction of life. 
Once the ideology of the ELF is understood anyone who is 
honestly concerned about the destruction of life should feel 
compelled to either support and/or become a member of the 
organization. 

As the amount of exploitation and destruction of life continues 
to increase so will the response from concerned global citi- 
zens. It is this individual involvement from people all over the 
world that justice and protection of life relies upon. 
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Using real direct 
action in the form 

of economic 

sabotage, the ELF 

is targeting what 

the greedy entities 

care about, their 

pocketbooks. By 

inflicting as much 

economic damage 

as possible, the 

ELF can allow a 

given entity to 

decide it is in their 

best economic 

interests to stop 

destroying life for 

the sake of profit. 



interest since 1997 on the North American ELF Press Office, 
foolishly believing that the office might have some direct con- 
nection to ELF members. It doesn't. After years of surveil- 
lance, harassment, two major raids and property seizures, and 
numerous grand jury subpoenas, the U.S. Department of 
Justice continues to place pressure on the press office to shut 
down. They don't seem to be having much luck. 

Another step that the protectors of the state and commerce 
have taken is to have the Federal Bureau of Investigation clas- 
sify the ELF as a domestic terrorism group. In fact the F.B.I, 
has referred to the ELF as the leading domestic terrorism 
threat in the United States. This classification allowed height- 
ened surveillance and investigative techniques to be legally 
used against the ELF In addition this move by the F.B.I. 
allowed the formal creation of Joint Terrorism Task Forces in 
most larger urban areas throughout the U.S. One example is 
below. 






On November 25, 2000 the NAELFPO received notice that a 
terrorism task force had been approved in Portland, Oregon by 
the City Council. This new force involves both the F.B.I, and 
the Portland Police Bureau. The original ordinance passed by 
City Council on has a particularly interesting mission state- 
ment. Mission statement #3 of 4 stated, 
"The mission of the PJTTF is to identify and target for prose- 
cution those individuals or groups who are responsible for 
Right Wing and/or Left Wing movements, as well as acts of 
the anti-abortion movement and the Animal Liberation 
Front/Earth Liberation Front." 

Public outcry in opposition to the above mission resulted in a 
rewording but the idea remains the same. The state is begin- 
ning to recognize that the ELF poses a major threat to com- 
merce so they are reacting accordingly. 

In addition certain U.S. states, including Oregon and 
Washington, are adopting "ecoterrorism" laws into the state 
legal system. These laws greatly heighten the sentencing lim- 
its for crimes largely associated with the interference of com- 
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The ELF supports the right for all individuals to have proper 
access to adequate nourishment, health care, shelter, and the 
basic necessities of life. There is however no excuse for indi- 
viduals to be working at a job that is directly threatening the 
ability for all life on the planet to exist. If an individual, 
whether an executive, owner, or bottom of the ladder employ- 
ee is profiting off the destruction of the natural environment 
aiding in the stockpiling of wealth which will end up in the 
hands of a few, the least they deserve is to lose their job. 

Individuals cannot blindly enter into any form of employment, 
regardless of the pay, without first considering who and/or 
what that work is going to hurt. The victim vs. the benefactor 
ratio must be greatly considered and occupations which pose 
a threat to life must be abolished. 
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hat approach has law 
enforcement taken to stop 
the work of the ELF? 

From 1997 through 2000, not a single person was arrested 
and charged with an ELF related crime in North America. 
Then, on January 25, 2001, the first ELF related arrest in 
North America came. Since that time there have only been a 
few others. The ELF by all accounts has been extremely suc- 
cessful in evading law enforcement due to the anonymous cell 
structure. 

Law enforcement from the federal down to the local level has 
been extremely frustrated. Out of this frustration, above 
ground individuals around the country have been harassed, 
subpoenaed to grand juries, have had their homes and offices 
raided and property seized, and more. 

The U.S. Department of Justice has particularly focused its 
29 
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hat is the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF)? 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) is an international under- 
ground organization that uses direct action in the form of eco- 
nomic sabotage to stop the exploitation and destruction of the 
natural environment. 
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ow and when 
did the group begin? 

It has been speculated that the group was founded in the early 
1990s as an offshoot of Earth First in England. The ideology 
of the ELF spread to North America in the mid 1990s. In 
November 1997, the ELF officially claimed responsibility for 
the group's first action in North America. The claim of respon- 
sibility was sent to above ground supporters who released the 
information to the media. In the communique the ELF claimed 
credit for releasing wild horses and burning down a Bureau of 
Land Management Horse Corral near Burns, Oregon on 
November 29, 1997. The communique appeared as follows, 

"The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) claims they are 
removing non-native species from public lands (aren't white 
Europeans also non-native?) but then they turn around and 
subsidize the cattle industry and place thousands of non- 
native domestic cattle on these same lands... 
...to help halt the BLM's illegal and immoral business of round- 
ing up wild horses from public lands and funneling them to 
slaughter... 

1 



This hypocrisy and genocide against the horse nation will not 
go unchallenged! The practice of rounding up and auctioning 
wild horses must be stopped. The practice of grazing cattle 
on public lands must be stopped. The time to take action is 
now. From an investigation like the Associated Press' to writ- 
ing the BLM to an action like ours, you can help stop the 
slaughter and save our Mother Earth..." 

This action caused an estimated $450,000 in damages to the 
facility and 448 wild horses and 51 burros were set free. 

Since November of 1997, there have been over two dozen 
major actions performed by the ELF in North America alone 
resulting in nearly $40 million in damages. 
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here is the ELF 
based geographically? 

The ELF has no centralized location. Actions have been taken 
by the ELF all across the United States, in Canada, throughout 
Europe, and in South America. The number of locations tar- 
geted by the ELF continues to increase. 
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ow is the 
organization structured? 

The ELF is organized into autonomous cells which operate 
independently and anonymously from one another and the 
general public. The group does not contain a hierarchy or any 
sort of leadership. Instead the group operates under an ideol- 



If an action similar to one performed by the ELF occurred and 
resulted in an individual becoming physically injured or losing 
their life this would not be considered an ELF action. It may 
have been done for social and political reasons and even may 
have had the same motives as the ELF but since a life form 
was injured it would not be considered an actual ELF action. 

Remember the ELF exists to protect life on this planet. The 
choice to use economic sabotage is a very deliberate and pur- 
poseful strategy to target the real underlying threat to life - the 
quest for profit and power. The ELF does not engage in state 
sanctioned tactics or those which physically harm people or 
life in general due to the group's belief that economic sabo- 
tage is the best, most direct way to take the profit motive out 
of destroying the planet. 

The real violence and danger comes from businesses clear- 
cutting forests and destroying ecosystems, from pollutants 
carelessly pumped into our air by industrial and consumer 
society, from water being poisoned to the point of being 
undrinkable, by people eating commercially grown non-organic 
food, and many, many more. Very often by labeling the ELF 
as violent it is a means by which mainstream society, govern- 
ment, and big business can attempt to forget about the real 
true violence which occurs everyday, the violence against life. 
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s the ELF concerned with 

the workers at a given 

business who may be 

forced into unemployment 

by an action? 
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